The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG) * Murray cod (see page 43)
allows for the listing of threatened species.
FFG listed fish are also protected under the -
Fisheries Act 1995 and may not be taken without « silver perch (see page 44)

authorisation under these Acts. * southern bluefin tuna (see page 37)

White sharks, pipefish, seadragons and seahorses

are fully protected by the Fisheries Act 1995 and All other FFG-listed fish are fully protected and
must not be taken. Recreational fishing for some must not be taken including for use as bait.

of the FFG listed species, such as Murray cod,
has been authorised for recreational anglers.

With reference to the regulations in this guide,

the following protected fish may be taken: Other Protected Species

Species protected under the Wildlife Act 1975,
such as all native frogs and turtles, must not be
taken for any reason without a licence or permit

* Murray spiny crayfish (see page 56)

PROTECTED FISH

For a full and current list, call 136 186 or visit
www.dse.vic.gov.au

« flat-headed galaxias (see page 43)
« flathead gudgeon (see page 41)

« freshwater catfish (see page 41) issued under that Act.

« Macquarie perch (see page 43)

DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

Stockmg flsh to improve your chances

&y

Fisheries Victoria stocks over one million fish annually into selected lakes,
impoundments and rivers to improve recreational fishing.

These fish are introduced species such as rainbow trout, brown trout and Chinook
salmon, and native species such as golden perch, Murray cod, and silver perch.

u't

Victora For more information about when and where these fish were stocked go to: www.dpi.vic.gov.au/fishing or
ThePlaceToBe  c3| the Department of Primary Industries Customer Service Centre on 136 186.



RECREATIONAL FISHING

fish for the future]

 CODE OF CONDUCT

A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR RECREATIONAL BOAT, SHORE, RIVER, STREAM AND JETTY FISHERS IN VICTORIA.
Recreational fishers have a responsibility to look after fisheries resources for the benefit of the environment and future generations
of fishers.Recreational fishers should also show respect for other users of the aquatic environment. This Code of Conduct provides
guidelines to minimise conflicts on the water, and should be adopted by all recreational fishers.

Recreational fishers must acquaint themselves with all fisheries

regulations, size and bag limits.
Adherence to the regulations will benefit fishing for the future.

Avoid crowding fellow recreational fishers — either on the

shore or on the water.

Crowding and “hogging” jetty space detracts from the recreational
fishing experience. The rights of all users of the fisheries resource
should always be respected.

Always be aware of your surroundings and the impact you may
have when fishing.

The health of our fisheries resources depends upon the health of
our environment. Damage to our environment can inadvertently
harm the fish you are trying to catch.

Dispose of rubbish, unwanted fishing gear and bait scraps in

appropriate refuse receptacles or take them home when you leave.

Only leave footprints wherever you go.

Take care when anchoring to minimise damage to the

aquatic environment.

Be aware of plants, animals and native fauna you may

encounter when fishing.

Catching undersized or unwanted species is inevitable, but they
should be returned to the water in a humane manner immediately.
Wetting of hands or use of a wet cloth when handling fish improves
their survival rate, and their contribution to future catches. Learn
and practice the best methods of releasing live fish with a focus on
releasing fish while they are still in the water.

Many problems, such as the establishment of feral populations like
European carp and invasive weed can resultfrom such activities.

Unnaturalinteractions may resultin depletion of fish populations. Wash
your boatwith fresh waterto preventtranslocation of marine organisms.

THIS PROJECT IS FUNDED BY THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT
USING RECREATIONAL FISHING LICENCE FEES

For a full version of the Code of Conduct, please go to
www.vrfish.com.au/Code_of_Conduct.htm

Having access to fishing waters within private property is a privilege,
not a right. Respect the rights of the property holders by:

Gaining permission prior to entering private property.

Not interfering with livestock or crops in any way.

Leaving all gates as they were found.

We all like to get away from it all, but this must be done responsibly.
Off-road driving or “bush bashing” causes erosion and vegetation
loss. Likewise tramping across sand dunes, reef beds and other
fragile areas can cause damage.
Use established walking tracks and avoid driving on beaches.
Protecting sand dunes and vegetation will help minimise beach
and bank side erosion.
Pay particular attention to the ongoing and often unacceptable
impacts created by vehicles accessing inland areas on unformed
dirt roads and tracks during wet weather conditions. Damage
caused during these times can lead to costly remedial works
and potential closures of important access roads.

Treat fish humanely and avoid waste by:
Despatching fish that you are going to keep immediately after capture.
Attending to your gear to ensure that fish are retrieved as
soon as possible.

Educating other anglers, particularly children, to understand
and observe fishing regulations will lead to a better-informed
recreational fishing community. This will encourage awareness
of the environment and responsible recreational fishing.

Victoria has many indigenous cultural heritage sites, to preserve these sites:
Use established walking tracks around sites.
Do not remove or deface any historical artefacts.
Respect the rights of
indigenous people.
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