
A
B
O

U
T 

TH
E 

G
U
ID

E

4
This fishing guide is produced by the Department of Primary 

Industries (DPI). Please contact DPI if you wish to make 

comments about the guide or to obtain further copies. 

For more information about DPI, visit the website at 
www.dpi.vic.gov.au or call the Customer Service Centre 
on 136 186. 

ISSN 1442-7494

Copyright © The State of Victoria, Department of Primary 

Industries, 2009. This publication is copyright. No part may 

be reproduced by any process except in accordance with the 

provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

All requests and inquiries should be directed to the DPI 

Customer Service Centre (telephone 136 186) or email 

customer.service@dpi.vic.gov.au

Authorised by Joe Helper, 1 Spring Street, Melbourne

Design, production, print management & advertising sales:
The Slattery Media Group (03) 9627 2600

Ground Floor, 140 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands.

Photographs: Red Shore Crab – Museum of Victoria, Dale 

Goodall, Michael Marmach, Rudi Kuiter, Rawdon Sthradher, 

Jeremy Hindell, Ewan McLean, Marc Ainsworth, Alistair 

McBurnie, Parks Victoria, Troy Duthie, Mark Gercovich, Rebecca 

McCristal, Richard Rogala, David Kramer, Mark Gibson, Tonia 

Stokes, Stephen Booth, Wayne Koster, Dallas D'Silva, 

Andrew Beckett.

Cartography: page 22, Griffin Graphics

Illustrations: Alexis Beckett, Krystii Melaine, NSW Department 

of Primary Industries, Roger Swainston (ANIMA), Paul Lennon.

General disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you, but the State of 

Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication 

is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your 

particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any 

error, loss or other consequences which may arise from you 

relying on any information in this publication.

This publication is a guide only, it does not replace the 

Fisheries Act 1995, the Fisheries Regulations 2008 or other Acts 

and subordinate legislation applying to, or affecting recreational 

fishing. Copies of the Act and Regulations are available from 

Information Victoria located at 356 Collins Street, Melbourne 

3000 (telephone 1300 366 356 or at www.information.vic.gov.au). 

It is a summary of the law at the time of publication and cannot 

be used as a defence in court. Fishing laws change from time 

to time. It is your responsibility to ensure that you are acting 

within the law.

Advertising disclaimer
DPI acknowledges contributions made by private enterprise. 

Acceptance of these contributions does not, however, endorse or 

imply endorsement by the Department of any product or service 

offered by the contributors.

Temporary Closures and 
Interim Restrictions
Occasionally, it may be necessary to make a 

short-term or interim change to regulations, 

such as the catch or size limit of a species.

For the latest information:

•  Contact the DPI Customer Service Centre on 

136 186.

•  Visit the website: www.dpi.vic.gov.au/fishing

•  Subscribe online to DPI's fortnightly two-page 

electronic newsletter for recreational fishers 

Fish-e-Fax. Visit the DPI website for details.
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Changes since the Last Edition
In 2008, Fisheries Victoria reviewed recreational 

fishing regulations as part of the broader process 

of renewing the Fisheries Regulations 1998, which 

expire every 10 years.

More than 800 submissions were received to proposed 

changes to catch limits and equipment restrictions.

The following table identifies those species for which 

new or revised regulations have been introduced 

since the last edition of the Guide, and the page 

number where more information can be found. 

New regulations effective from 2 March 2009.

Marine and Estuarine Scale Fish

Species Page

Albacore and skipjack tuna 32

Anchovy, sardine (pilchard) and sprat 32

Barracouta 33

Bluethroat wrasse 39

Bream 33

Dusky flathead 34

Estuary perch 33

Flathead (other) 34

Gurnard 34

Leatherjacket 35

Ling 35

Longfin pike & snook 35

Luderick 35

Mackerel 35

Marlin 35

Mulloway 36

Silver trevally 36

Snapper 36

Southern rock cod 37

Sweep 37

Swordfish 37

Tailor 37

Tasmanian whitebait 37

Tuna  37

Whiting (other than King George) 39

Wrasse 39

Yellowtail kingfish 39

Yellowtail scad 39

Sharks, Skates and Rays

Species Page

Elephantfish 40

Freshwater Scale Fish

Species Page

Australian bass 41

Flathead gudgeon 41

Galaxiids (minnow) 43

Macquarie perch 43

Murray cod 43

Redfin 45

River blackfish 44

Silver perch 44

Trout & salmon 45

Crustaceans and Molluscs

Species Page

Crabs 53

Glenelg spiny freshwater crayfish 56

Oysters 61

Prawns 53

Shrimp (all species inc. Bass yabbies) 53

Yabbies 57

Intertidal Zone 

Regulation Page

Intertidal protection zone expanded 23

Other

Type Page

Keeper hooks and bait jigs  28 & 63

Bag limit for species not listed 32


