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cloome o thi first guarterley
newsleiter for Bincomirol
Kervices Vicrin (BSY)

W

BSY 15 besed an tse Kt Tornball
Resemreh Instituie in Franksion, and is
a group dedicaed o the mass rearing
and distribation of hielogical control
agenis fiowr & mnge of weeds, The it
in s responsibde for traiming all Land
mghigers in the effective ose, prodoc-
Ehinny gl re-diestribotion of these agents
as part of miegrated weed mandge
meend plans

The newsletter is designed o inform
imteresied  land manmgers in cormend
progruns svailable wo them, as well o
giving feedback on monionng from
previous rebeases,  Your inpul will be
for providing mech of the
news, 50 semd all monbtoring and other

gl

informatkon o BSY.,

All soggestions and comments are
wikoomae 50 pliase mall, phond, Gix or
gl o Qe |:I1:|||II3,', BSY, KTRI

PO Box 48 Franksfon, 3189

Ph: (D3) BTHS D146

Faxz: {D3) 9755 20007

Email: S.harbyidcevic. o, an

Launching our new logo!!

BSY "5 new looo represents the spectic
maiure of higlogical control agents o
weeds. and its safe use in the Aus-

trafliian envirmment

Paterson’s Curse
weevils released at 43
sites

The Fatersen's curse crown
borimy weevil, Mogulones
ferrvaafus

fier the laic Autumn break

this year, the rush was on o

sel up ‘nursery sies’ for the

Paterson’s owrse crowm bor-
ing weoevil. MNorsery siles ane arcas
where Mological control agents ame me-
bensed, carelully managed wd moni-
el For redistribation, i@ ther popu-
lndscms EmCTease

The weevils had boen in cold storage
and thére was oconcem that oo linmg in
the: [ridpe might affect their egg liying
ability when they were released, The
st few nurseries werd acually sel up
i enrly Apnl, belore the break, ai stes
where “Palo” was growing becaise of
adequate soil modsiwre dug o trmga-
tion, secpage of sEmmer rains. By
June, with the help of 200 Landcare
gromps, 19 CMis, Opemtion Blee
Hills wnd many othérs, 41 nurseries
had begen el ap grodnd the state, with
releases al o (orther 2 reseprch sites.
Most of these sites are in CNR's North

Eust Arca and there are also nurseries
i Morth West {3), South West (2,
Pory Phillip (2 and Gippsland (1) Ar-
A

Winter then mude its presence fiell
wilh below wvernge lemperabores, and
this slowed epg laying amd larval
gl

Bul feporis im Irom nursery mankgers
i far suggest thil edablisliment of the
wieevils s well on the way @l mosl
sites. Shot hokes (sbult weevil feeding
dnmiige ) hive been soen in lenves and
the kesner eyes have been able o find
eggs. Crown damage (black discharge
from crown or buds low on Dowening
siems) b5 well sdvanced al some sites,
especinlly from the April releases, and
should be apparent al most sites by
nivw. 1T yoir're having iroable Roding
thiese signs of weevils chisck the phaobos
in the booklet A Guide i Establish-
ing Ficld Populations of the Paberson”s
Curse Weevils™ or msk someone who
hos seen them and get down amaongst
the weed o (e nursery
yoath muy b seful

Enlisting

Some release eages have been dam-
aged in one way or another, The one
al Melboume Airport, unfortansiely,
wits altacked by vinedals.  The Friemds
of Geellibramd Hill Purk, who are man-
agug the e, re atlempling (o repair
it in pime for re-erecting in Spring
O o twi odhers have been damaged
by stock.  [i"s important o exclude
sinck frism norRery sies ool only bo
profect the cage from damage i also
becaise the weevils will find
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it difficult to survive in pumbers lrge
cnenigh o harvest if stock get in.

The next slep in nuesery Sibe msnnge-
irheail 15 s re-creet the cape.  This gim-
ply involves putting it back oo exactly
thie same spol &5 it was pot when the
site was initdally set up.  Reminder
midies with more detail will be sent o

MOy IS 500,

As spring proceeds the new generition
of weewils will begin i emerge from
the soil and peak emergence will prob-
ably be some time in Chotoher of carly
Miwvember. [t shoald be possible o see
them by then.  The omsel awd rate of
emergence in Sprng is affecied by
lemperidure;, the wirmer the wisthier
the sooner and the fasier emergence
happens. Finding the weevils may be
difficule il there is 2l of Pato in the
cage. Look for them feeding on ihe
youngest leaves and Aowers.  1F there
are shod boles then there's o good
chance weevils are nearby, Make
pastezs of whit b5 seen (preferably on g
PMIS BIOCONTROL AGENT RE-
LEASE REPORT form), even if there
are no weevils, nnd send & copy in o
KTRI.

By the way, the prive (kodos only) for
the most diligent site monitoring and
reporting goes o Jenny Toy (Fricwds
of Crellibeand Hill Park), Thanks o
everyone who Bas senl us reporis &0
iar

e more thing to mention and that"s
planning for pext Aonumn’s releases.
We necd another 60 or o sites whene
norseries can be set ap in 1996; 50 for
the crown boring weevil and 10 for the

next Patoy insect. the root horing wiee-
wil, If you know of a sile where the
Pato is thick and persistanl, whiere i
can be fenced off or there s no stock,
which can be looked after by g
Landcare-type groap, school or indi-
widhunl and which is likely to be andis-
turbed for o few yesrs then contact
wour locul CNE Catchment Mimage-
ment OiTicer about it

It will be a “mitey”
effort against St.
John’s Wort

L Jobn's wort mites have

boen  released ar over 50
sites throughout the state, The pro-
pram which was funded by the Mesd
Rescarch Corporation . was fooused
matinly in the north east of Vicioria.
The sites chosen will be wsed as nurs-
ery sites for  harveésting and ne-
dhiztrabition in future years, The milis
have been  successfully  attacking
planits in isodated arcas of the staie for
the past 4 - 5 yewrs,  Twenty-one
CMOYs and over 15 Landcwre groups
were involved in setting up the sites
thi= winter despite the tormential rins,
The dedication award poes 1o Danny
Kupsch (MNathalin) for taking  his
planis o the site o Barmah Suie For-
esl by boat, David Hayes and the Be-
nalla crew were lef watering their pots
for o good monith before the St John's
Wort in the feld had growm, anothier
impressive  elfore Siles con e
checked in Lite Spring for initial signs
of dumage such as leal stupting, A
big thankyou (o all participanis, partic-
ularly for perservering with PMIS,

Boneseed and bitou
bush face a range of
enemies

onested  wnd loo buash are

Wi exiremely  invisive
weeds threatening natural environ-
mients in Australin, Comrenily three
ppents ane being reheased for the con-
trol of these weeds  The hlotched
boneseed leal bestle mnd the black
boneseed leal beetle, both leal cating
beetlis are being released ot selected
shles in Vicorks, The bitow tip moth,
whise larvae eéat the growing tips of
the plant is being released throoghout
Mew South Wiles and Vicwsrin, [ has
successfully esisblished at many siies
in MW and is spreading,

A progrium imvelving schools onm the
Morningion Peninsuli, in the rearing
and release of the blotched bonesced
heal beetle, 45 Gl w6 pood start,  Ten
srhools have recieved their sarter cul-
twres of 30 heetles.  Most recently Do
mana Primary Schood has joined the
program and the enthusinsm of ol
lenehiers and stadends is high.

Permission has been granied for the
release of the Bliow Tonomse Beetle.
Mass rearing of the beetle s now an-
derway and we're anticipating the frst
release ol the beeile 1o be made by the
Mimister for Naturnl Besources. Chher
agenits incloding seed flies and a leal
rolling moedh wre stll in guarantine un-
dergoing Lesting.
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Twigminer moth
releases in the Alpine
National Parks

nglizh bromm is mmother yel-

low Mowered weed ooimimeon

i north central and morth
eostern Yictoria and is particularly
abwnidany in the mational parks,

With the co-operation of CSIRCY in
Cunberra, and CNR area siaff, several
small populaticns of the English
broom (wig miner moth  have now
been released in Vi, The feeding
damage of the moth causes 1wigs 1o
beown and dic off. 'With contimsed a1-
ek, slurubs will display large smamimnis
olf deswd wond andd redoced seeding

Thanks go to Alan May (Creswick),
and especially Kim Thomas, Craig
Jedts and George Sykes (Omeo), Migel
Wans (Danmouth) and Emie Cole
(Mt Mitia) for their effons in local-
img approprigle release siles and ged-
timg us there agminst all odds, throogh
rain, hail, stow amd over large sdiler
bashiics,

The moth alone will probobly nod be
capibde of controlling broom, bat our-
rently o orange of insecls are being
tested by CSIRCY o aid in the control
al o,

Unforinately, furiher releases of the
twig miner moth, and other ological
controd agents for English broom in
Wictoria, are now on hold pending
funding approval for & large seale repr-
ing and release progrm by KTRL

Taking the prickle

out of thistle control
the hiclogical

uring  the
D 1984495,

control thistle team relensed
thistle recepache weevils  on
variegaied  thistles sl siles  ner
Maryborough and Penshuorst.  The
spear ihisile recepiacle weevil was
relensed i sites near Somerville,

Penshurst and Port Fuiry, Thanks
the active involyement of CNR sall,

summer  of

landcare  groups  and  individual
landhidders, a  high level of
imoculainon (egg  laving)  was

accomiplished at cach site.

The speir thistle gall My wais relensed
aromnd the sime me al siles s
Yarram, Somerville, Port Fairy  and
Penshurst, which resulisd in  the
production of many large galls in spear
thistle hends,

Slender thistle mosi has beéen relessed
throughout the stig and is ongoing.
Al this stmge 00 s ol plesible o
determing if the receptacle weevils will
survive the winter, we most wail until
the coming spring and sommer when
those that  have sorvived showld
emerge from their iverwinbering stide
and becoane acbive on newly grinsing
thisthes. The gall Oy larviee are alive
] well bl will nod emerge as adulis
LIl conrly Supmemes, S0 we misl widl
discower the fruits of our Bnboor,

During the coming spring it is planned
by imcrease the mumber of release siles,
The sites have been selecied, these
include 10 for st recepracke weevil
(5 on spear and 5 oo variegated) and
10 for the spear thistle gall 1y,

Thistle workshops for area siafl and

landcare  group representatives ane
being hield in Areas during September
] Ohglober 95, The workshops will
cover biological control in general,
thistle control agents and bow they
work, selection of release sies, release
techmiques and sile managemeni.

Horehound plume
moth survives at
Swifts Creek

orchound  was  originally

brought out o Aostrakin in
the carly 18008 as o medicinad plamt
ani also a3 4 substitute for hops o
make Horchound Beer, Unforiunaiely
il makes pathetic beer, (sort of like
ginger beer, bl more malty and
wathoui the mice avoar), and as i can
produce bots of seeds which are easily
iransported { or hitch o ride) by man
and mnimals i s become Viciorin's
third most widespread noxious weed,

As it hos o hitter tasie, very few things
el horehound, and dise fo its woody
percinial mabore, and hairy lesves il is
hard o gel rid of using chemicals,
This is where the Horehound Plume
moth comes o, 11 bas undergone
strict  host  specificity  esting i
gquarmntine and was  approved  for
relense  in 1994, It only eus
horchommal.

Imivial releases in Wyperfeld NP,
Murray Bridge (SA) and Swifis Creck,
showed good promise, bot with the
drought over 19947095 ihe Mallee sites




Page 4

Biocontrol Services Victoria News

ilmost died out of both the moth ancd in
some cases the weed, Swifis Creek
with a less stressful summer has suited
thie math mich better, and it has spread
out from its original release site and
can be found up to 100 metres away,
The larvae eal our the growing tp off
the plant and feed on the leaves,
reducing the vigour and may reduce
the seeding potential of the plant.

A couple of other insects are still
undergeing testing in quarantine and
are looking very promising, bul you
will have o wait Tor those Gl m leass
EXL Vais,

We are looking for release siies closer
1o Melbowme, as we are sick of doving
8=Thirs tix do the survevs ! IT vou have
(or are unfortunste to have ) good
infestations of Horehound a couple of
hours  from  Frankston and  are
interested in getting some Horehound
Plume moths, phease contact either Sue
Darby or John Weiss on () 9785
i,

agtwort is o noxious weed that

invades disturbed arcas m
high rainfall areas of the Streelecki,
Ciway and Dandenong ranges of
Victaria. It is commonly found on
dairy and cattle pastures,

The bielogical conirol program has
four ngents currently being released at
many infestations throughowt these
areas.  The crown boring moth has
successfully established at many sives
and will be released in lnrge numbers
again this summer. Two species of flea

Ragwort to Riches

beetles will be disiribuied from estab-
lshed sites 1w other infestations this
summer.  Schools will be pssisting in
the cinnabar moth rearing program and
competing 1o release the largest mum-
bers of larvae ot selected sites,

Suitable relense sites are required for
all thiz summer's releases. Anyv ong
with suitable sites are requested 1o cor-
fact either Roelene Kwong or Sue
Driarty on (03} 9TRS 0111,

The BSY team

EL BRUZZESE is the leader of BSY.
He is also responsible for the bislogi-
cal control progrum for thistes, black-
berry and prickly pear

PETER STEYENS s responsible for
rearing and releasing agents for the
spear, variegsied and slender thistle
projects, He also assists in training
field stafl to monage release sites for
these agents,

BRAD ROBERTS assists in the this-
tes biological control project, rearing
and relensing o ronge of agents and
trafning feld s1afl 1o manage release
siles,

RAELENE KWONG is responsible
for developing improved rearing and
relense techniques for a range of bio-
control agents. She also has responsi-
bility for implementing the biological
comirol of rmgwort, St Johns wort and
Paterson's curse.

RAREN GREEN mass rears ragwor
hiological control agents and dis-
tributes them for release. She = also
involved in ssisting schools to rear
these agents.

SUE DARBY is an Extension and Li-
aison  Officer responsible for co-

ordinating releases of biological con-
trol agents o clients, in particular CHE
Field based staff. She is also responsi-
ble for the rearing program for bone-
seed and bilou bush, as well as the
broom biological control project

MELINDA NEWNHAM s also in-
valved i extension and lnson for the
range of programs in BSV, and mass
rears and distributes agents for English
broom.

KERRY ROBERTS is responsible for
all af the honeseed and biton hish
agents, and their distribution for re-
lense. Kerry ilso assists researchers in
ecological sfudies for boneseed and is
involved in & project which assists
schools to rear, relense and stedy bone-
seed agents.

FRAME MAHR is involved in the dis-
tribution of 5. John's wort biological
control agents. He alsoe assists in this-
tes and horehound programs.

LEAH SYME i the Plant Propagator
for the Institute, ensuring supplies of
healthy plants for cach project. She is
also responsible for oll facilities associ-
ated with plant rearing.

FETER ANDREW a3 the Cluarantine
Manager has responsibility for main-
taining the quarantine facilities ond en-
suring that the facilities remain regis-
tered according o strict Australion
Quarantine and Inspection Services
regulations, He is also responsible for
mainiaining full working operations of
all ingect rearing facilities at the Insti-
Iute.

ASSOCIATED STAFF

TOM MORLEY oversees the Pater-
soms’ curse hiological control progrm.

JOHN WEISS co-ordinates the hore-
hound kiological control program.,




