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FOREWORD 
 
Victoria’s agricultural land resources are dominated by relatively shallow and highly weathered soils, 
which are low in natural fertility, poor in water-holding capacity and easily degraded.  Only small 
areas have deep, well drained and fertile soils, and consequently our agricultural production is, in 
part, dependent on the application of fertilisers to replace the nutrients which have been removed 
from soils.  
 
Fertilisers are one of the major physical inputs to Australian agricultural production, and account for 
more than 12% of the value of material and services used.  It is estimated that Australian farmers 
use approximately 5.25 million tonnes of fertiliser products annually.  
 
The Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) (Fertilisers) Regulations 2005 replace 
the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Fertilisers) Regulations 1995 and prescribe the 
requirements for fertiliser labels and advice notes, as well as standards for maximum levels of 
contamination in fertilisers sold in Victoria. 
 
Throughout the development of the Regulations, extensive consultation was undertaken with key 
stakeholders, including industry. 
 
Further information on Victorian labelling and content standards for fertilisers can be obtained by 
contacting the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186, or from the DPI website, 
www.dpi.vic.gov.au/chemicalstandards. 
 

 
 
Russell McMurray 
Director - Chemical Standards 
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(A) Products containing more than 10.0 grams but not more than 20.0 grams Biuret per kilogram 
of total nitrogen (N): 

 
 "WARNING: repeated foliar applications of this fertiliser to citrus  trees may cause damage." 
 
 Products containing more than 20.0 grams but not more than 30.0 grams Biuret per kilogram 

of total nitrogen (N): 
 
 "WARNING: repeated foliar application of this product to horticultural crops is not 

recommended." 
 
 Products containing more than 30.0 grams Biuret per kilogram of total nitrogen (N): 
 
 "WARNING: this product is not recommended for foliar application." 
 
(B) Fertilisers containing in excess of 10.0 milligrams per kilogram of Molybdenum (Mo), other 

than fertilisers containing molybdenum which also contain copper in an equivalent or greater 
amount than molybdenum, for pasture application: 

 
 "WARNING: excessive application of molybdenum to pasture can be harmful to stock animals. 

Plant levels of molybdenum can be high for up to four weeks after application. It is advisable 
to keep stock animals off areas to which this product has been applied for four weeks." 

 
(C) Fertilisers containing Selenium (Se) in excess 10.0 milligrams per kilogram: 
 
 "WARNING: this product must not be applied at a rate greater than that stated on the label or 

advice note.  Excessive use of this product can be toxic to livestock.  It is not advisable to use 
this product unless a selenium deficiency is known to exist in the stock animals that are to 
graze the area treated with this product.” 

 
(D) Fertilisers containing Cadmium (Cd) in excess of 1.0 milligrams per kilogram of product: 
 
 "WARNING: this product contains cadmium.  Continued use of this product in agricultural 

situations may lead to residue levels in plant and animal products in excess of the maximum 
level specified by the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code and the accumulation of 
cadmium in soils.” 

 
(E) Fertilisers containing Mercury (Hg) in excess of 0.2 milligrams per kilogram of product: 
 
 "WARNING: this product contains mercury.  Continued use of this product in agricultural 

situations may lead to residue levels in plant and animal products in excess of the maximum 
level specified by the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code and the accumulation of 
mercury in soils." 

 
(F) Fertilisers containing Lead (Pb) in excess of 20.0 milligrams per kilogram of product: 
 
 "WARNING: this product contains lead.  Continued use of this product in agricultural situations 

may lead to residue levels in plant and animal products in excess of the maximum level 
specified by the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code and the accumulation of lead in 
soils." 

 
If a product requires more than one of the warning statements shown in (D), (E) and (F) 
above, a single combined warning may be placed on a label or advice note.  
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 (G) Fertilisers sold in Bulk or in packages containing more than 5.0 kg of product: 
 
 "WARNING: the dust from this product may irritate the eyes and skin - avoid contact and 

inhalation of dust." 
 
 
6. STANDARDS 
 

Cadmium 

• The concentration of cadmium (Cd) in a fertiliser that contains 20.0 grams or more of 
phosphorus in a kilogram must not exceed 300⋅0 milligrams for each kilogram of 
phosphorus (P) in the fertiliser. 

• The concentration of cadmium (Cd) in a fertiliser that only contains trace elements or 
their derivatives must not exceed 50⋅0 milligrams for each kilogram of the fertiliser. 

• The concentration of cadmium (Cd) in any other fertiliser must not exceed 10⋅0 
milligrams for each kilogram of the fertiliser. 

 
Mercury 

• The concentration of mercury (Hg) in a fertiliser must not exceed 5⋅0 milligrams for each 
kilogram of the fertiliser. 

 
Lead 

• The concentration of lead (Pb) in a fertiliser partially constituted by trace elements must 
not exceed 500⋅0 milligrams for each kilogram of the fertiliser. 

• The concentration of lead (Pb) in a fertiliser that only contains trace elements or their 
derivatives must not exceed 2⋅0 grams for each kilogram of the fertiliser. 

• The concentration of lead (Pb) in a fertiliser that does not contain trace elements must 
not exceed 100⋅0 milligrams for each kilogram of the fertiliser. 

 
 

7. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
7.1 PRODUCTS CONTAINING AGRICULTURAL OR VETERINARY CHEMICALS 
 
 Fertiliser products that contain agricultural or veterinary chemicals, or claim to be agricultural 

or veterinary chemicals, must be registered by the Australian Pesticide and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA).  An application to register these products under the 
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 must be forwarded with the appropriate 
fee and draft labels to: 

 
    The Screening Officer 
    Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
    PO Box 6182 
    KINGSTON ACT 2604 
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 The APVMA determines what is or is not an agricultural chemical product.  Broadly speaking, 
an agricultural chemical is a substance that is represented, imported, manufactured, supplied 
or used which directly or indirectly controls or modifies a pest, disease or chemical. 

 
[paraphrased from Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 [Commonwealth]] 

 
In addition, a pest can be described as anything which injuriously affects the animal, plant, or 
thing and includes insects, weeds, fungal diseases, bacteria, etc. 
 

[Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Act 1992, Section 23] 
 
 
 A veterinary chemical can be described as a substance that is represented, manufactured, 

supplied or used, directly or indirectly to prevent, diagnose, cure or alleviate a disease, 
condition, infestation or injury; or modify a chemical or modify the physiology of an animal. 

 
[Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 [Commonwealth] 

 
 
Q. I wish to promote a fertiliser product in Victoria that I manufacture in South Australia. 

This product also controls moss and algae.  Can I sell it here? 
 
A. There are two parts to this answer.  (1) If your product makes claims which indicate that it 

would be considered an agricultural chemical, (e.g. it controls moss and algae) it must be 
registered by the APVMA.  There is a penalty for the supply of an unregistered product and 
anyone who uses it could also be liable for prosecution.  (2) Under the Commonwealth 
Mutual Recognition Act, a fertiliser is only required to comply with the Regulations for its state 
of origin.  (For example, if your product is considered to be a fertiliser and is manufactured in 
South Australia, it is only required to comply with South Australia’s fertiliser legislation.).  An 
agricultural or veterinary chemical must be registered for use in an Australian State or 
Territory.  

 
 
Q. I want to sell a fertiliser product in Victoria that contains a slow release pyrethrum.  I 

have been told that it does not require registration, as it does not have a claim for use? 
 
A. Having no claim for use does not necessarily exclude the product from registration.  

Pyrethrum is used to control insect pests and not fertilise soils, therefore this could be 
considered an agricultural chemical which requires registration. 

 
 
Q. I have seen some zinc sulphate in a shop and the label did not state this product’s 

uses.  When I asked what it was used for, I was told that I could use it to either treat my 
sheep for footrot or spray my vines.  How can it do both things? 

 
A. Zinc sulphate (ZnSO4) can treat both footrot in sheep and zinc deficiency in plants/soil.  

However, the product quality may vary depending on whether it was manufactured to be used 
as a veterinary chemical or fertiliser.  If the product is represented as a footrot treatment, it 
must be registered as a veterinary chemical. 
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Q. Who do we have to go through to register a phosphorous acid product? 
 
A. Fertilisers no longer require registration in Victoria, however agricultural and veterinary 

chemicals do require registration.  To use an unregistered agricultural or veterinary chemical 
without a permit from the APVMA is an offence.  Products with phosphorous acid could be 
classified as an agricultural chemical and may require registration.  For information on 
whether your product would be classified as an agricultural or veterinary chemical or a 
fertiliser, contact the APVMA, phone 02 6210 4710.  This situation also applies to zinc 
sulphate products. 

 
7.2 FALSE AND MISLEADING INFORMATION 
 
 A person or organisation who makes a false or misleading claim that is likely to cause 

someone else who acts upon such information to breach the Regulations is an offence under 
the Act. 

 
7.3. ENDORSEMENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED 
 
 Labels or advice notes, brochures or advertising material shall not include any statement 

suggesting or implying that a product has been recommended by the Government, DPI or 
any government authority, unless authorised to do so. 

 
7.4 IMPORTED PRODUCTS 
 
 Labels or advice notes on imported products which have been designed in the country of 

origin, as a general rule, are not likely to conform to the standards under Victorian legislation. 
The importer/seller of the fertiliser is responsible for labelling of the fertiliser.  The label or 
advice note must include the supplier's name and business (street) address. 

 
Q. Thinking of importing a fertiliser from Country Z, will it be up to standard? 
 
A. Contact the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Services for information about importation 

requirements. 



 

 

 


