
Mediterranean mint aphid 
 
Background of the detection 
The Mediterranean mint aphid (Eucarazzia  
elegans) has recently been detected on sage 
plants in Victoria. 
 
A previous detection of mint aphid on catmint in 
South Australia, just prior to the Victorian  
detection, was the first record of this pest in 
Australia. 
 
It is native to the Mediterranean region, but has 
also been recorded in North and South America 
during the past 20 years. 
 
The only known host plants of this aphid are 
members of the Lamiaceae family (Salvia,  
Mentha, Coleus, Nepeta, Lavandula etc.). 
 
 

Symptoms 
Heavy infestations of Mediterranean mint aphid 
may result in reduced plant vigour. 
 
 

Summary of current situation 
Mediterranean mint aphid is not considered to 
be of major economic importance. However, it 
may be appropriate to treat heavy infestations or 
commercial consignments showing signs of  
infestation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: 
Mediterranean mint aphid on blue sage (Salvia  
clevelandii)  
Photos Copyright: Peter J. Bryant 
University of California, Irvine 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 

To report suspect pests and diseases, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline: 

1800 084 881 
For further information, visit the Plant Standards web page: 

www.dpi.vic.gov.au/psb 

© The State of Victoria 2007. This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process except in accordance with the  
provisions of the Copyright Act 1968. Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Spring St, Melbourne, Victoria 3000, Australia. 
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind 
or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you 
relying on any information in this publication. 
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