
Fruit Fly
A community problem.
Queensland fruit fly (QFF) is one of the world’s
worst pests of fruit.

In urban areas, it poses a serious threat to the
enjoyment of home-grown fruits and vegetables
because the feeding activity of fruit fly maggots
makes produce inedible.

Its presence can also add to the cost of
delivering produce to wholesale markets, which
may ultimately result in higher retail prices.

In fruit production areas, Queensland fruit fly
damage has the potential to cost Australian
fruit growers more than $100 million each
year. Victoria’s horticulture industries are
particularly vulnerable to this pest.

Home gardeners in all areas have a vital role
to play in controlling fruit fly and preventing it
from spreading. By caring for your fruit trees,
disposing of fruit properly and reporting
suspected detections of fruit fly, you can
protect your home-grown produce and help
reduce the economic impact of this pest.
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For more information.

To report fruit fly concerns or for further
information on fruit fly, contact the 
DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186.

Further information can also be found by visiting
our website at www.dpi.vic.gov.au/psb
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Can I take fruit with me?

Home-grown fruit must not leave your
property unless it is cooked. Taking fresh
home-grown fruit from your property may
spread the pest to a new location, making it
even more difficult to control.

Who should I tell if I have fruit fly?

You should contact DPI on 136 186 if
you find:

Maggots in your home-grown fruit.
Samples containing maggots can be collected
by DPI and, if they are identified as
Queensland fruit fly, an eradication program
can be implemented.

Neglected fruit trees. 
Vacant blocks and commercial premises often
contain neglected fruit trees which act as
breeding grounds for Queensland fruit fly.

What can I do?

If you have fruit fly host plants in
your garden, you should:

Prune your fruit trees regularly, keeping the tops
at a height which will make fruit picking easy.

Remove any ripe fruit from host plants
before it has a chance to fall to the ground.

Collect any fallen fruit immediately and place
it into a plastic bag. Seal the bag containing
the fruit and either leave it in the sun for 3-7
days or place it in a freezer for two days. This
will destroy the maggots and prevent adult
fruit flies from developing.

Remove any unwanted fruit trees from your
property.

Allow a DPI officer to inspect your
garden if requested to do so. 
If you need to arrange a specific time for a
requested inspection, please contact DPI on
136 186.

What should I look for?

You should regularly inspect your home-grown
fruit for fruit fly larvae (or maggots), which are
more likely to be detected than adult flies.

Fruit will normally need to be cut open to
check for maggots, because infested fruit
may appear perfect on the outside.

The maggots are 5-10mm long and creamy-
white in colour.

Adult Queensland fruit flies are about 7 mm
long and reddish brown in colour, with distinct
yellow oval markings.

Female flies lay eggs in ripening fruit and the
maggots which hatch from the eggs burrow
into the fruit and destroy it.

There are more than 100 fruits which
are hosts of fruit fly, including:

peaches apricots plums
nectarines oranges lemons
grapefruit figs apples
pears quinces loquats
avocadoes tomatoes capsicums
table grapes and chillies
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