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GM Canola Review Panel Secretariat
Department of Primary Industries
Level 19, 1 Spring Street

GPO Box 4440

Melbourne VIC 3001 -

Dear Panel

Review of the moratorium on commercial cultivation of senetically modificd canvia in
Victoria

I wish to make comment against the terms of reference concerning whether the Victorian
Government should allow the moratorium to expire or be extended, and complimentary policies and
practices required to address the consequences of the moratorium ending.

I raise segregation of GM canola from non-GM canola and other non-GM grains as a critical issue
that ought to be considered fully before a decision to abandon the Victorian moratorium is made.
None of the publications or other information I have viewed on this matter inspire confidence in the
ability or willingness of industry to ensure an adequate standard of identity preservation, either for
markets accepting tolerances or those that demand freedom from GM material. I am also vet to be
convinced there are effective mechanisms for oversight of segregation systems.

As an example, Tasmania detected GM material in a 60 tonne consignment of non-GM feed canola
from Victoria in 2006. We rejected the shipment in line with current policy and reported it in

various relevant fora. Our reports generated limited interest, there has been no attempt to follow up

so far as T am aware and hence no explanation is available. If the possibility of sabotage is
discounted, this incident, occurring as it did at a time when commercial cultivation of GM canola is'
- prohibited around the country, demonstrates the real dzfﬁcuity of kecplng GM'matenal out'of' i
convenhonal stocks and the. Eack of mtegnt y in cu cgation practices

; ._.;.I rec'01nﬁ16nd-'strongly th'at'ydu'accept-‘th'at de'vefdpi?nem and implementation of robust policicsand
‘practices for segregation are necessary prior to cessation of the current ban on commercial
cultivation of GM canola in Victoria.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

David Llewellyn MHA
MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND WATER

First Floor Franklin Square Offices, Hobart 7000
Telephone: (03 6233 6454 Facsimile: (03} 6233 2272
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