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DEPARTMENT OF  

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 



Dear Sir 

 

This is my submission to the state review of the moratorium on genetically 

engineered food crops.  

 

PLEASE do NOT lift the moratorium on GE food crops. I have trouble enough as 

it is in making sure I can obtain clean organic food. You see I am a "canary" 

and I know of many others like me. I am allergic to many foods and pesticides. 

My health and that of many others depends on Australia's ablility to keep a 

viable organic industry. Otherwise I suffer from debilitating diarrohea. I 

can't smell the difference, taste the difference or see the difference between 

organic food and conventional food but my body reacts violently if the food is 

contaminated. If you introduce GE crops you will be not be able to guarantee 

GE free organics and you will not be able to guarantee a rogue gene cross 

contamination of say another plant, maybe a weed, and what about extra use of 

roundup? I have read research material from the Pasteur Institute in France re 

roundup and its effects on the replecating cell and the research does not make 

me feel confident about roundups long term effects on the human cells. Surely 

a fast growing organic industry offers a bright economic and sustainable 

future for Australia. We have the opportunity of exporting organics to a world 

wide growing market why destroy this opportunity and at the same time destroy 

the health of those who rely on this market. 

 

Consumers don't want GE 

 

Polls consistently show that the majority of Australians don't want to eat GE 

food. The same is true for our major export markets such as Japan and Europe. 

 

Contamination is inevitable and segregation impossible A Western Australian 

Parliamentary inquiry into genetic engineering formed the view that 

'contamination of non-GM crops by GM crops is inevitable, segregation is not 

practical and that identity preservation can be achieved, but at a significant 

cost.' The lifting of the GE food crop ban would result in the inevitable 

contamination of our fields and our foods with GE canola, as has already 

occurred in Canada. 

 

GE crops will not benefit farmers 

 

In a recent report, Nuffield scholar Andrew Broad estimated that genetically 

engineered (GE) Roundup Ready canola would cost $27.82 per hectare more to 

grow than conventional canola. He claimed that this would be compensated for 

if there was a yield gain of 4%, not taking into account the additional costs 

of segregation and identity preservation. However, a review by the Australian 

Productivity Commission concluded that Canadian GE canola varieties have only 

shown a 1% increase in yield. This increase is likely to be quickly eroded by 

problems of herbicide resistance. 

 

GE crops will harm non-GE farmers Currently, non-GE farmers are expected to 

bear many, if not most, of the costs of introducing genetically engineered 

(GE) crops. The Australian Bureau of Resource Economics (ABARE) has estimated 

that the introduction of GE canola will cost non-GE farmers 5-15% of the 

farmgate value of their crop. Non-GE farmers will also be exposed to increased 

financial risk, including potential liability and lost market access, when the 

inevitable contamination occurs.  

 

GE crops will risk markets 

 



Australian farmers currently receive premiums and preferential market access 

for their canola because of its GE-free status. These premiums would be lost 

if GE canola were grown - and our valuable export markets, such as Japan and 

Europe, would be put at risk.  

 

GE crops cannot be recalled 

 

Once GE crops are released into the environment they cannot be recalled. As 

living organisms they can reproduce and pollute indefinitely. 

 

The introduction of GE canola to Australia would result in unacceptable risks 

to our farmers and markets, to say nothing of the risk to our health and the 

environment. I strongly urge you to recommend the extension of the state GE 

food crop moratorium by 5 years and the labelling of all GE food, including 

oils and products from animals fed GE feed. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 




