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LTI 2-77‘/ ’l}'d el ! = Spbmission from Cardinis Ratepsyers & Residents Assaciation Ing,
R regardiag the Siale government review of the moratoriumn on commercial growing

Fep ATTENTION DERT- OF PRimAaRYy (NOUSirdey, of genetically manipulated crops.

o It is a mater of serious concern that the current roview of the moratorium on growing
) o ECEIVE 7 of genetically modified crops has had very little pubbic discussion. Very littie

Department of Primary Industries LY = information has been clrculated by government and in fact the majarity of

Level 19, Spring Street, Vietonian eonsumers who will be allected by a decision on this issue have not been

Metboume., Vic. 3001 consulted,

& further serious concern is the terms of reference of the enquiry actually stating that
any possibie unpactls on human health and salely and the environment will not be
Copy forwanded to: considered  Human health and environmental effects will alwnys be an integral
St 1 povsammoent soonomy,

FHon. J. Brumby

Prommier of ;;:mm In both of the above listed aspects of concers, the eaquiry fails as a legitimate and

! T;;gsury o i accurately informed basis on which 1o form a deciston.  Conscquently, the

Msibourse. L Vistonian govermument is then failing in its duty of carc to the community on this
ASERRE

Wil regard to the cconomic considenthions of hitting the ban on GM commercial

crop growing, it 1s well known that Austratia has major advantages as a non-GM
producer of foed.  Evidence in overseas countries is showing more and more consamers
not weating GM product and 1n fact Canadinn fanmers and having difficulty marketing
therr GM crop, and relying on government subsidies to keep the farmers viabie.

This subsidisation should not be mistaken for approval or support of GM it is actually

# financial disaster for that country’s agriculture. Do we want that situation in

The stisched Submission ix forwarded in response to the current State government

review of the Momatorium on the growing of Genetically Manipulated crops in Victoria

Australia?
J,/gﬁ? o g, Lifting the moratorivm woild put non GM farmers in a dangerous situation financially
Gloria O'Connor - The fisks ace known of GM contamination occuwring and non GM producers could di
nothing to protect their livelihood and their economic contribution to Victoria®s cconomy.
Preswdom s

Cardini payer & Residonts Assoc. lne. £6/osfo7 Orgamic growers relving on supplyimg to a very large customer hase would aiso be greatly

disadvamtaged Francially oven to the extent of losing their busincss totally if GM is sct
free m the agnevitural and toed growing community,

Consumers wanting non-GM food will aveid buying the produce from GM producers at
£very opportumty so there will be no financial gain there.  Alse, it is certain that
comsumer pressare will bring abowt labelling of products which will be a cost 1o the
producers and drive up the food prices unnecessardy

Treals and testing of GM technology are as yet a long way from being finalised to the
satisfaciion of growers and conswners.  Claims are being made (hal cannot, be
substantiated v henefits of GM produce, which is a further reason that consumers will go



sf14
Little narrow one

sf14
Little narrow one


H-AUG-2REE 16339

to greai lengihs to avoid this produce.  Financial gain to GM growers will avt be
reaiised and if govermuent subsidies occur as in Canada, that will be financial
dissdvantage 10 IAXDAYETS 1. CONSUMErs.

Of the theee countries macketing canola product internationally in 2006, Austialia was
the only GM free sounce which has gave this country an enormous financial advantape
and would continue to do so. ' Why lose that by giving way (o the GM lobby?

In reslity, the ondy financial gain to come fom hifting the moratorium and aftowing open
siather on (M growing will po the Monsante and Bayer, he marketers of chemicals
anrd cvennzal controllers of seed sources.

Why take away from Australian farmers their most valuable advantage, the status of
clean, green and safe food producers?  Is this financial gain?

Why take away From consumcrs their right to clean, green and safc food supplies, so
(hat they will be impacted by higher prices {{inancial disadvantage) confused by product
labeling imnnsisz{:m:y {financial costs 1o consumer) and if health impacts do occur,
health services (7 nanma! cosls Fw testing and allergic reaction research cfe )

Insufficient mvc*:tlgatm mseamh, tasung and tnat growmg has yct been carried out.
The motorium must be contrmued at least unta! 2013 by which time more knowledge
and information will i}ﬁ% been parned, particnlarly from overseas wheye the GM roll out
amm o hzwc ‘bwn be a tmstakcn mﬂnm

i _Ihr:m it no finazwmi advantaga whats.oever to Australian consumets, axpayers or
| matcpayers in allewxrsg GM commercial growing to proceed.  We have sufficient food
- for our needs, no one is asking for this product, except perhaps shareholders of Bayer and
- Momsamo chemical marketing companies.

Gloria O'Connor

Presadent,
Cardinia Ratepayers & Resideats Assoc. Ine. /17/08 /0

PO Bex 181 Oficer Vie, 3808, crravicf@yahoo com.au
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