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MARINE AND ESTUARINE
SCALE FISH

Southern rock cod 
(rock cod all species)
Scientific name: Lotella & Pseudophycis spp.
Minimum legal size: 23cm.

Bag/possession limit: 20.

Sweep (all species)
Scientific name: Scorpidadae 

Minimum legal size: 23cm.

Bag/possession limit: 10.

Swordfish
Scientific name: Xiphias gladius
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 1.

Tailor (skipjack)
Scientific name: Pomatomus saltatrix
Minimum legal size: 23cm.

Bag/possession limit: 20.

Tasmanian whitebait
Scientific name: Lovettia sealii
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 40. 

Tuna (southern bluefin, 
yellowfin and big eye)
Scientific name: Thunnus spp.
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 2 (of which no more than 

1 may equal or exceed 120cm).
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Southern
bluefin tuna

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5
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MARINE AND ESTUARINE
SCALE FISH

Warehou (trevalla, haddock) 
(all species)
Scientific name: Seriolella spp.
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 20.

Whiting (other than 
King George)
Scientific name: Sillaginidae/Odacidae

Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 20.

Wrasse (parrot fish)
(all species except 
bluethroat wrasse)
Scientific name: Labridae

Minimum legal size: 23cm.

Bag/possession limit: a total limit 

of 5 for one or more wrasse species.

Bluethroat wrasse
Scientific name: Notolabrus tetricus
Minimum legal size: 27cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5.

Yellowtail kingfish
Scientific name: Seriola lalandi
Minimum legal size: 60cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5.

Yellowtail scad
Scientific name: Trachurus novaezelandiae
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 40.

Female blue 
throat wrasse 

Juvenile blue 
throat wrasse 
Juvenile blue

Male blue 
throat wrasse 

Grass whiting

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5
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SHARKS, SKATES AND RAYS

Elephantfish
Scientific name: Callorhinchus milii
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 1.

Landed whole or as a carcass (see definition 

of carcass on page 28).

Gummy shark
Scientific name: Mustelus antarcticus
Minimum legal size: 45cm (partial length).

Bag/possession limit: a total limit of 2 for 

gummy shark and/or school shark. Landed whole 

or as a carcass.

School (snapper) shark
Scientific name: Galeorhinus galeus
Minimum legal size: 45cm (partial length).

Bag/possession limit: a total limit of 2 school 

shark and/or gummy shark. Landed whole or 

as a carcass.

White shark & greynurse shark
Scientific name: Carcharodon carcharias
and Carcharias taurus
Protected species. Taking or attempting to take, 

including catch and release, is prohibited.

Shark (all species other than 
school and gummy shark, 
white shark, greynurse shark 
and elephantfish)
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 1 per species. 

Landed whole or as a carcass.

Skates & rays (all species)
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: a total limit of 5 for one 

or more species.

e

White shark

k

Greynurse shark

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5
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FRESHWATER SCALE FISH
(NATIVE)

Australian bass
Scientific name: Macquaria novemaculeata
Minimum legal size: 27cm.

Bag/possession limit: 
Lake Bullen Merri: 5

All other waters: 2
Distinguishing features of Australian bass 
and estuary perch:

Australian grayling
Scientific name: Prototroctes maraena
Protected species. Taking or attempting to take, 

including catch and release, is prohibited.

Eel (long and short-finned)
Scientific name: Anguilla spp.
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 10.

Flathead gudgeon
Scientific name: Philypnodon grandiceps
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 40.

Freshwater catfish
Scientific name: Tandanus tandanus
Minimum legal size: 30cm.

Bag/possession limit: 2.

Freshwater catfish can be taken only from waters 

within the Wimmera Basin. Taking of freshwater 

catfish is prohibited in all other Victorian waters. 

Landed whole or as a carcass (see definition of 

carcass on page 28).

Estuary perch

Dished head
Deeper bodied

Dished heead

Opercular spine

Straight head

Australian bass

Protruding 
lower jaw

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5



With over 40 million visits each year, our bays and rivers are some of Victoria’s most 
popular recreational destinations. As the Local Port Manager for Port Phillip, Western Port 
and the Yarra and Maribyrnong Rivers, Parks Victoria is committed to ensuring healthy 
and vibrant maritime environments, communities and industries.

That is why Parks Victoria is working to improve recreational boating and fishing facilities 
on the Bay and is continually upgrading navigation aids, renewing piers and jetties, 
upgrading water access facilities as well as facilitating safety through regulation, patrols 

and education on the water.

For more information or to obtain your free copy of the Port Phillip, Western Port or  
Yarra & Maribyrnong Rivers boat guides contact the Parks Victoria Information Centre  
on 13 1963 or visit www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Free boating map guides
Port Phillip, Western Port and Yarra and Maribyrnong Rivers 

Boating
on the Rivers
A guide to recreational 
boating on the Yarra and 
Maribyrnong Rivers

F R E E
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38 FRESHWATER SCALE FISH
(NATIVE)

Galaxiids (minnow)
Scientific name: Galaxiidae

Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 40.

Golden perch (yellowbelly)
Scientific name: Macquaria ambigua
Minimum legal size: 30cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5 in all rivers and 

streams. 10 in all lakes and impoundments. 

Landed whole or as a carcass.

Macquarie perch
Scientific name: Macquaria australasica
Macquarie perch can be taken only from Lake 

Dartmouth, the Yarra River and the Upper Coliban 

Reservoir and their tributaries. The taking of 

Macquarie perch in all other waters is prohibited.

Lake Dartmouth and its tributaries
Minimum legal size: 35cm.

Bag/possession limit: 1.

Closed season: 1 Oct-31 Dec inclusive.

Landed whole or as a carcass.

Yarra River and upper Coliban 
Reservoir and their tributaries
Minimum legal size: 35cm.

Bag/possession limit: 2.

Closed season: 1 Oct-31 Dec inclusive.

Landed whole or as a carcass.

Murray cod
Scientific name: Maccullochella peelii
Legal size:
Minimum: 60cm

Maximum: 100cm

Bag/possession limit: 2 

Closed season: 1 Sept-30 Nov inclusive. 

Landed whole or as a carcass. 

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5
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FRESHWATER SCALE FISH
(NATIVE) 

River blackfish
Scientific names: Gadopsis marmoratus
and Gadopsis bispinosus 
Minimum legal size: 23cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5.

Closed season: 1 Sept-31 Dec inclusive (only 

applies south of the Great Dividing Range).

 
Silver perch
Scientific name: Bidyanus bidyanus

North of the Great Dividing Range 
excluding Wimmera Basin:
May be taken only from lakes and impoundments.

Minimum legal size: 30cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5.

Landed whole or as a carcass (see page 28).

South of the Great Dividing Range 
including Wimmera Basin:
May be taken from all waters.

Minimum legal size: 30cm.

Bag/possession limit: 5.

Landed whole or as a carcass (see page 28).

Trout cod
Scientific name: Maccullochella macquariensis
Trout cod are a fully protected species.

Taking or attempting to take, including catch 

and release, is prohibited.

Fish inadvertently caught must be immediately 

returned to the water with the least possible 

damage or injury.

Trout cod are commonly confused with Murray cod. 

Distinguishing features of trout cod and 
Murray cod:

LI
M

IT
S
 A

Murray cod

Mosaic or marbled marking Shorter snout

Mur

Mosaic oror

Trout cod

Spotted marking

Overhanging 
upper jaw

Stripe through eye

Silver perch South of Great Diving Range 
including Wimmera Basin

Silver perch North of 
Great Dividing Range

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5
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FRESHWATER SCALE FISH
(INTRODUCED)

European carp
Scientific name: Cyprinus carpio
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: no limit, must not be 

returned to the water alive given noxious status.

Redfin (English perch)
Scientific name: Perca fluviatilis
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 30.

Trout and salmon (salmonids)
Scientific names: Brown trout – Salmo trutta; 

Rainbow trout – Oncorhynchus mykiss; Chinook 

salmon – Oncorhynchus tschawytscha.

Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: various limits apply in 

different waters (see pages 46-51). 

Landed whole or as a carcass. 

Closed season: yes (see pages 45-51).

TROUT AND SALMON
REGULATIONS

Victoria’s streams and lakes are classified into 

groups for the purposes of regulating salmonid 

fisheries (rainbow trout, brown trout and Chinook 

salmon). Each group of waters is defined by

whether or not it has a closed season for 

salmonids and the daily bag limit.

The closed season for salmonids in 2009 is 

from midnight on Monday, June 8, to midnight 

on Friday, September 4. 

The closed season for salmonids in 2010 is from 

midnight on Monday June 14, to midnight on 

Friday, September 3.

During this time, anglers may not take or 

possess trout or salmon in rivers and streams, 

with the exception of waters designated "Sea-run 

trout" (see page 51).

Brown trout

Rainbow trout

Chinook salmon

Some sections of the Goulburn, Mitta Mitta, 

Tanjil and Kiewa rivers are closed to all hook and 

line fishing during the salmonid closed season, 

regardless of the fish species being targeted.

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5



LI
M

IT
S
 A

N
D
 C

LO
S
ED

 S
EA

S
O

N
S

41

Albert Park Lake*, 

Albert Park

Alexandra Lake, Ararat

Allans Flat Dredge Hole, 
Allans Flat

Anderson Lake, Chiltern

Arboretum Dam, Euroa

Bannockburn Lagoon, 
Bannockburn

Calembeen Lake, Creswick

Casey Fields, Cranbourne

Cato Lake, Stawell

Caulfield Racecourse Lake, 

Caulfield

Cobden Lake, Cobden

Cummins Lake, Yea

Donald Caravan Park Lake, 
Donald

Dunkeld Arboretum, Dunkeld

Eildon Pondage**, Eildon

Emerald Lake, Emerald

Esmond Lake, Ballarat

Ess Lagoon, Casterton

Fosters Dam, Glenrowan

Golf Course Dam, Longwood

Gutheridge Lake, Sale

Guyatt Lake, Sale

Hanging Rock Lake, 
Hanging Rock

Heyfield Racecourse Lake, 
Heyfield

Hyland Lake, Churchill

Jack Emmett Billabong, 
Rupanyup

Jack Roper Reserve Lake, 
Broadmeadows

Jubilee Lake, Daylesford

Jubilee Lake, Skipton

Karkarook Lake, Moorabbin

Kennington Reservoir, 
Strathdale

Kerferd Lake, Beechworth

Lethbridge Lake, Lethbridge

Lillydale Lake, Lilydale

Lismore Golf Course Dam, 

Lismore

Marysville Dam, Marysville

Mooroopna Recreation 
Reserve Lake, Mooroopna

Morwell Lake, Morwell

Mt Beauty Pondage**, 

Mt Beauty

Nhill Lake, Nhill

Pakenham Lake, Pakenham

Police Paddock Dam, 

Horsham

Rabl Park Lake, Murtoa

Rowville Lakes, Rowville

Roxburgh Park Lakes, 

Roxburgh Park

Ruffey Lake, Doncaster

Sambell Lake, Beechworth

Seagull Lake, Geelong

Spavin Lake, Sunbury

St Arnaud Old Swimming 
Pool, St Arnaud

St Augustines Water Hole, 

Geelong

St Georges Lake, Creswick

Taylors Lakes, Taylors Lakes

Tea Tree Lake, Mortlake

Tom Thumb Lake, Eaglehawk

Victoria Lake, Ballarat

Watonga Drive Dam, Horsham

West Lake, Melton

Whittlesea Botanical Gardens 
Lake*, Thomastown

Yarrambat Park Lake, 
Yarrambat

Family Fishing Lakes
Minimum legal size: no minimum.

Bag/possession limit: 5 salmonids per day, 

of which no more than 2 may exceed 35cm.

Closed season: no.

These fisheries all occur in lakes, ponds or 

retarding basins, generally smaller than 3ha. 

They are only capable of supporting trout during 

the cooler months. They are usually stocked 

prior to the 2nd and 3rd school term breaks. 

This provides angling opportunities for junior 

anglers and people with limited mobility.

*  Albert Park Lake and Whittlesea Botanical Gardens Lake 

are stocked only for special events.

**  Although Mt Beauty Pondage and Eildon Pondage are 

classified as lakes and impoundments, they are grouped here 

because they share ‘Family Fishing Lake’ regulations.

SPECIES NOT LISTED HAVE A BAG/POSSESSION LIMIT OF 5




