
DEPARTMENT OF
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

Is it 
‘Lifetime
Traceable’?

'Lifetime Traceable'
'Lifetime Traceable' is a status assigned to NLIS identified cattle where every
property of residence in an animal's life has been registered on the NLIS database.
A vendor can only tick the 'Lifetime Traceable' box where no gap exists in the
movement history of each beast in the consignment as recorded on the NLIS
database. In addition, the database must display a positive 'Lifetime Traceable'
status against the NLIS Device carried by each of the cattle.

Check section 4.9 of the Terms of Use of the NLIS Database (available at
www.nlis.com.au) for details on the rules associated with the 'Lifetime Traceable'
status.
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Breeder attaches a white NLIS Breeder Device on property of birth
Cattle arrive 
on property 

without NLIS ID

New owner applies orange
Post-breeder Device
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IS IT ‘LIFETIME 
TRACEABLE’?
This chart shows examples of different 
scenarios and how they affect Lifetime 
Traceability.

REMEMBER
Lifetime Traceability can only be claimed 
if all transactions - from birth to slaughter - 
have been recorded on the NLIS database.

To check on whether cattle 
are Lifetime Traceable, 
open an NLIS database 
account by visiting 
www.nlis.com.au
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Animal 
loses Device 

Previous Device number 
known, replace with a 

Post-breeder Device and
   register details of both 
Devices on the database

Previous Device number 
unknown. Replaced with 

orange Post-breeder Device

Movement to a new
property NOT recorded 

on database

Animal loses 
Breeder Device while
on property of birth

Breeder replaces
Breeder Device before

dispatching cattle
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