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For some years, the market for organic food has
been amongst the fastest growing market sectors
internationally, as consumers exercise their choice
for 'clean' and environmentally friendly products.
However, primary producers seeking to adopt
organic methods or make the change to full organic
production often find it difficult to source the
information they need. In many cases the
information required does exist, but must be
obtained from a diverse range of sources which is a
time-consuming task.

In an effort to address the
information needs of grape
growers, this publication
records practices currently
used for organic grape
production in Australia,
together with other
approaches and research
findings that provide
opportunity for advancing
the organic sector of
Australian viticulture.

The information has been
collated from a range of
sources including
Australian and
international research
programs, literature and
importantly, the experience
of organic grape growers in
South Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and New South
Wales. Many thanks go to those vineyard managers
who willingly shared their experiences in order to
help others learn and advance.

It is hoped that this publication will be a useful
guide for those contemplating a move into organic
viticulture, as well as those who simply want to
modify certain practices in their progression
towards more sustainable viticulture. This
information is also intended to assist existing
organic grape growers in the continual
improvement of their production systems.

Scope of this documentScope of this documentScope of this documentScope of this document
This publication focuses on the practicalities of
grape production from an organic management
point of view. It does not present all the basic
information necessary for viticultural success, such
as determining nutrient requirements, detailed pest
biology or spray application techniques, as this is
well documented elsewhere (refer to the
Bibliography and References).

Grape growers will gain most
value from this document by
considering it in conjunction
with other appropriate
viticulture guides. These
include the grape "Diseases
and Pests" book (Nicholas et
al.1994) and the "Code of
environmental best practice
for viticulture" (McConnell et
al. 2003). The Bibliography
and Reference list contain
details of these and other
useful publications.

LayoutLayoutLayoutLayout
In general, each major section
of this document contains the
following parts:

What the National Standard says:

These are brief, pertinent extracts from the
Principles and Standards sections of Australia’s
National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic
Produce (Organic Produce Export Committee
2002).

The actual 'Standards' list the minimum criteria
that must be satisfied, for the vineyard and its
produce to achieve and maintain organic
certification.
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The 'General principles' of organic standards
provide a brief outline of some key principles of
organic agriculture that underlie the standards
relating to the specific topic. To develop a sound
organic vineyard, a grower needs to understand
and apply the principles, not just comply with the
standards.

Growers should consult the Standards of their
particular certifier (see sections 2 and 15.3) for a
complete listing of recommendations and
requirements.

An introduction:

For major topics - their relevance and importance
from an organic perspective.

For secondary topics such as specific pests - a brief
description of the pest.

Acceptable inputs:

This is a generic list of organically acceptable
vineyard inputs such as nutrient sources and
pesticides.

Management techniques:

Approaches and techniques used in Australia and
overseas to address specific issues with organic
practices.

Grower experiences and practices:

These are brief notes on current practices and
experiences of organic grape growers in Australia.
They are summarised under rough climatic
groupings where appropriate, to allow the reader
to relate specific management approaches more
closely to their own situation. The climatic
groupings relate to mean January temperature
(MJT) and growing-season rainfall (October to
March) as follows:

Cool-warm = MJT of 21oC or less

Warm-hot = MJT greater than 21oC

Moist = growing season rainfall of 350mm or more

Dry = growing season rainfall of 280mm or less

As would be expected amongst a number of
growers, some experiences and practices are
repeated. This repetition has been maintained in
the notes, to indicate how common particular
experiences and practices are.

Research:

Recent or current research with implications for
organic management programs.

A note on inputs for weed, disease andA note on inputs for weed, disease andA note on inputs for weed, disease andA note on inputs for weed, disease and
pest managementpest managementpest managementpest management
Pesticides registered with the Australian Pesticides
& Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) for
weed, pest and disease control are listed as
'Acceptable registered inputs' if one or more of
Australia's organic certification organisations has
approved their use in certified organic production
systems. These substances are referred to by their
generic name, like 'sulphur' and ‘pyrethrum
extract’ rather than by the trade names of all the
individual products that are currently registered.
Input products that are organically acceptable and
do not require APVMA registration are listed as
'Other acceptable inputs'.

Because organic certifiers can differ in the input
products they accept, it is important for certified
grape growers to confirm the acceptability of
specific inputs with their particular certifier.

Further informationFurther informationFurther informationFurther information
Sources of further information can be found in the
References list for articles cited in the text by the
author and year, and in the Bibliography.

Some information can be difficult to access.
Wherever possible, links have been included to
relevant information available on the Internet. To
get round the problem of broken or lost links, the
author has archived copies of the documents
referred to in this publication. In the event that a
desired reference cannot be easily obtained, please
contact the author.


